7R perplexity

2024 Election Results: Trump's Margin of Victory and the Question of a
“Mandate”

Donald Trump's 2024 Victory by the Numbers
e Popular Vote: Donald Trump received 77,303,573 votes, or 49.9% of the total, while Kamala
Harris received 75,019,257 votes, or 48.4% 1.

e Margin: Trump's margin over Harris in the popular vote was approximately 2.3 million votes,
a difference of 1.5 percentage pointsil.

¢ Electoral College: Trump won 312 electoral votes, compared to Harris's 22612 Thisisa
clear win in the Electoral College, but not a landslide.

Comparison to Recent Elections

. Popular Popular Electoral Runner- Popular Electoral
Year Winner .
Vote % Vote Margin Votes up Vote % Votes
2024 Donald 49.9% 5% 312 Kamala 48.4% 226
Trump e (~2.3M) Harris e
2020 Joe 51.3% +4.5% 306 Ponald 46.8% 232
Biden e (~7M) Trump e
2016 Donald 46.2% “21% 304 Hillary 48.3% 227
Trump e (~-2.9M) Clinton e
2012 Barack 511% +3.9% 332 Mitt 47.2% 206
Obama 0 (~5M) Romney e
2008 Barack 52.9% +73% 365 John 45.7% 173
Obama 0 (~9.5M) McCain v

e In 2020, Biden's margin was much larger, both in raw votes and percentage.
¢ |In 2016, Trump lost the popular vote but won the Electoral College.

e Obama’s victories in 2008 and 2012 were by much wider margins, both in the popular vote
and the Electoral College 31 [41[51 [6]

Was There a "Mandate"?
¢ Popular Vote Context: Trump’s 49.9% is the highest for a Republican in 20 years, and he is

the first Republican since 2004 to win the popular vote[1 21 However, he did not reach
50%, and his margin is among the slimmest for a winning president in modern history 2L

» Electoral College: While 312 electoral votes is a solid win, it is not unprecedented or
overwhelming. Obama’s 332 in 2012 and 365 in 2008 were larger[3l [6],

o Historical Perspective: NPR notes that Trump’s popular-vote margin is the second-closest
in the last six decades. Presidents often claim a "mandate," but with less than 50% of the



vote and a narrow popular-vote margin, such a claim is difficult to justify (2l

e Congressional Results: The Republican House majority was determined by just 7,309 votes
across three races, further underlining how divided the electorate was!2.

“"While Trump secured a decisive victory in the Electoral College, 312 votes and 49.9% of
the popular vote do not represent the highest totals in the past 129 years... it is
challenging to assert a ‘mandate’ when a president receives less than 50% of the vote,
as Trump did. His popular-vote margin is the second-closest in the last six decades.”[2

Conclusion

Donald Trump's 2024 win was clear in the Electoral College, but his popular-vote margin was
slim—just 1.5 percentage points, or about 2.3 million votes. Compared to recent elections, his
victory was narrower than Obama’s and Biden's, and only slightly more decisive than his own
2016 win, where he lost the popular vote. The closeness of the House results further
demonstrates a deeply divided electorate. By historical standards, Trump's claim to a sweeping
"mandate” is not supported by the numbersl 2,
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